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If youôve been with GREAT for longer than a few months, then you have likely been to a GREAT pic-
nic!  We used to hold both a spring and a fall event, but that was an outrageous amount of work - 
weôd finish one picnic and have to immediately start planning the next!  So, several years ago we 
started doing just a fall picnic.  And after the Fall 2011 event, I sent out an email to let everyone know 
that after 11 years of coordinating the picnics, I needed a break!   
 
Also, on the front page of the April 2012 issue, we talked about the economy and how it has affected 
our fundraising efforts.  We mentioned that the revenue brought in by the picnics has steadily de-
clined, to the point of it costing us (in the amount of work it takes plus the amount of money we have 
to spend) more than it benefits us.  So, we were pretty much set on the decision that we would no 
longer hold an annual picnic and would instead look for new and fun opportunities to raise funds and 
to bring our members and volunteers together. 
 
At the last board meeting, this topic came up again, and while we still do not plan to have a full-
fledged picnic, the suggestion was made that we throw a ñpicnic-lite.ò  Nothing that would be a ton of 
work for anyone - just an opportunity for a bunch of folks to get together with their hounds, enjoy 
some good food, and hopefully, some nice weather!  No vendors, no raffles, no special permits, no 
money changing hands in the park (which some parks do not allow and that has limited our choice of 
venues) and hopefully, no requirements for things like port-a-potty rentals and other items that spe-
cial event planners are required to provide.  
 
We would need to have a ñcover chargeò payable in advance to take care of the cost of the shelter 
rental, cleaning deposit, and anything else the parks may charge us, but after that, no cash needed!  
Weôd each bring a potluck item, with GREAT supplying paper goods.  Everyone would bring their 
own supplies needed for themselves and their dogs (canopies, blankets, chairs, water bowls, a cool-
er for beverages, etc.)  Weôd get a smaller shelter than usual, just enough space to set up the food 
and provide a place to hold our annual board election.  
 
Weôd eat, chat, show off our hounds, hopefully show off some foster dogs, and generally just relax 
for 2-3 hours, then pack up and head home.  No oneôs back breaking, no one having to schlep sever-
al vanloads of supplies back to storage, and everyone having the ability to bring their dogs to enjoy 
because no one will be ñworkingò that day!  If someone wants to suggest and run a fun activity (corn 
hole, etc.) that would be great, as long as the only prizes in question are bragging rights until the next 
event! 
 
What are your thoughts?  Would you support a low-key gathering like this, and if so, what would you 
consider a reasonable cover charge, to be paid in advance through our website or via regular mail?  
Please do send an email to GREATBoard@great-greyhound.org as soon as possible to let us know 
if youôd be interested in this event, since if we are going to do it this year, we need to get busy choos-
ing a date and reserving space in one of the parks!  As an added incentive for you to speak up, the 
first 30 people to respond will get a free greyhound window decal! 
 
I look forward to hearing what you all think of this idea (and I look forward to not needing a whole day 
to recover from our picnics!)  So, tell us what you think and as always, thank you for all you to do 
support the greyhounds! 



Well, this yearôs GREAT attendance at Mountain Hounds in Gat-

linburg, Tennessee was the smallest it has been in years - only 

three of us went!  But we had a fantastic time, with all of the shop-

ping, eating, horse-back riding, bear spotting, and climbing what 

seemed like a million stairs to the top of Mingo Falls in NC.  And 

this was before all of the greyhound activity took place!   

And speaking of greyhounds, Carol Chiltonôs dogs were all part of 

the senior tribute this year, with one at 13 and the other three at 10 

years old! 

We hope more GREAT members will consider going next year! 
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Kira and Diana, 10 year old sisters.  Bette, 13 years old. Gaspar the 

Italian greyhound, 10 years old.  And Carol Chilton - forever young! 

You canõt go to Gatlinburg without eating at the Pancake Pantry! 

The dogs were more than happy to snooze in air-conditioned comfort while the 

humans were out looking for bear! 
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Monthly Meet & Greets  

MUVICO ð NEW TAMPA  

Jean Mauser  813.971.5772 

JoAnn Copertino 813.994.9825 
 

PETCO - BRANDON  

Susan OõHara 813.643.7709 
 

PETCO - ODESSA   

Mary Postma 727.847.5889  
 

PETCO - PORT RICHEY  

Burke Barnaby 727.697.2394 
 

PETCO - WESLEY CHAPEL   

JoAnn Copertino 813.994.9825  

 

PETCO - WEST SHORE  

Tony & Bobbie Kovach   813.475.6343 

Cyndi Rennick   727.417.0913 
  

GROOVY CATS & DOGS - TAMPA  

Jodi Frazier  813.969.1310 
  

PETCO - PALM HARBOR  

Karen Powers 727.786.4398 
  

PET SUPERMARKET - LAKELAND   

John Sprenkle 863.940.4065 
 

PET SUPERMARKET - WINTER HAVEN  

Jordena Backnick 863.969.3712 

We have had a lot of changes in our meet & greet line-up over the past few months, both in new locations and new coor-
dinators!  One of the most obvious changes is that we no longer have any meet & greets scheduled at local PetSmarts.  
This is something that has been gradually happening over the years, as new alternatives have opened up and the 
PetSmart philosophy towards local pet rescues and adoptions has changed.  Our last location was the Citrus Park 
PetSmart, and since GREAT was not adding to the storeôs adoption quota at the required level, PetSmart decided to re-
move us as an adoption partner. 
 
But, where one door closes, another opens!  Our Citrus Park coordinator, Jodi Frazier, spoke to Groovy Cats & Dogs 
owner Yvonne Guilbert at their recent grand re-opening event, and Yvonne was more than happy to have GREAT come 
in for a monthly meet & greet!  So now you can find Jodi and the gang at this new location on the second Saturday of the 
month!  Groovy Cats & Dogs is an awesome pet store that carries holistic food and other items for pets, and their new 
location is perfect for all kinds of dog friendly events, including Yappy Hours.  We look forward to doing more fun events 
with Yvonne, and in the meantime, please stop by and thank her for allowing GREAT to appear in her store! 
 
Youôll also notice that Dog Lovers has dropped off the list.  Unfortunately, after many, many years in Carrollwood and 
with GREAT appearing monthly at their location, Dog Lovers has closed its doors.  Weôd like to thank Penny Midulla for 
all of her support over the years, and wish her every happiness in her retirement! 
 
Weôve got another new meet & greet at the Pet Supermarket in Winter Haven!  Board member Jordena Backnick, with 
the support of past Lakeland coordinator Pamela Wiseman, has started holding her event on the second Saturday of the 
month.  We havenôt had a meet & greet in this area before, and itôs nice to see that our eastern Polk County members 
have a new opportunity to spread the word about greyhounds!   
 
Weôve also had some changes amongst our coordinators.  BJ Vosburgh, long time GREAT member, foster mom and the 
Odessa Petco coordinator, will be moving to Gainesville soon and has handed the reins over to Mary Postma.  Weôll 
miss BJ tremendously but look forward to seeing her on our trips to Grey Haven, and we know Mary will do a fantastic 
job! 
 
And last but not least, John Sprenkle has taken over the coordinating role at the Lakeland Pet Supermarket so that long 
time member, Board member, foster mom and coordinator Norma Rogers can gallivant all over the US in her well-
deserved retirement!  Donôt forget about us, Norma, and John, we know youôll do great! 
 
Please stop by with your dogs and support your local meet & greets whenever you can!  
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Ever hear about laser therapy for dogs?  Jeff Miller from CE Lasers is part of a team 
that hosted a training session on this therapy on May 4, 2012 in Tampa, during the 
Florida Veterinary Medical Associationôs 83rd Annual Conference.  It is used to treat 
pain, inflammation, wound healing and many other issues.  Itôs quite amazing and is 
designed to be used on cats, dogs and horses.   
 
As part of the session there was a need for ñtest subjectsò to demonstrate the device.  
GREAT was asked to supply some greyhounds for that purpose (probably because 
greyhounds are known to have such a wonderful temperament).  Four GREAT volun-
teers and their dogs stepped forward for the task.  In attendance from GREAT were:   
Steve Ziel and his grey Lynzie, Carol Chilton with Kira, and Brent & Connie Worrell 
with Big John & Demon.  During the session Kira got a laser treatment on her neck 
and Big John had both knees done.  After the session we even saw some humans 
getting treated.   
 
There were 15 vets who were there to learn about this device and some of the testi-
monials were very impressive.  We saw cases of dogs that couldnôt even walk re-
spond wonderfully to this laser therapy.  Forever the skeptic, I asked the question 
ñhow can a laser treat deep tissue, such as inside joints for example?ò  I was told that 
it ñworks at a cellular level.ò  
 
However it works, you canôt argue with the success that we witnessed during the 
presentation.  You can learn more about it at http://vet.celasers.com/.   
 
Editorôs Note: Many local veterinarians now have access to laser therapy and we have heard some testimonials from 
GREAT members and friends about how much it is helping their dogs.  If your dog has problems with chronic pain, a 
slow-healing wound, or other chronic issues, ask your vet if laser therapy might help!  Many vets offer laser packages 
that are quite reasonable, and if it helps, then it is definitely money well spent!  Also, many thanks to CE Lasers, who 
made a donation to GREAT to thank our members for volunteering their dogs! 
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Steve & Lynzie listening to the presentation! 

Kira enjoying all of the attention! 

Big John gets his knee worked on! 

http://vet.celasers.com/

