
 GIFT WRAPPING 2014  
By Don Goldstein  

The GREATvine   

Meet & Greets 2 

Laryngeal Paralysis 3 

Adoptions 4 

Faux Grass 4 

Rainbow Bridge 5 

Upcoming events 5 

Teach-In 6 

Special points of interest: 

¶ Gift Wrapping Results  

¶ Spotlight on West Shore 

Coordinators  

¶ Laryngeal Paralysis 

¶ A Maintenance Free Lawn é 

with dogs! 

¶ GREAT at the Florida 

State Fair  

¶  Great AmericanTeach -In 

January 2015 

Volume 21, Issue 1 

Greyhound Rescue & Adoptions of Tampa Bay, Inc. 

This holiday season was a good one for GREAT!  Even though we eliminated most week-

days from our 2014 schedule we raised over $3,600!  Thatôs only  little less than 2013, and 

more than 2012. 

In addition to our normal work at Barnes and Noble in Carrollwood, we also wrapped gifts at 

the Barnes & Noble in Clearwater,  the World of Beer in Carrollwood, and Sprinkles Ice 

Cream Shoppe in Wesley Chapel.   

Weôll be scheduling several craft days this year to boost our supply of package toppers, and 

we hope to work all four locations this year as well.  In addition, we are interested in doing 

ñcorporate gift wrappingò days at local companies to give the employees a chance to have all 

their packages wrapped by the experts (us!)  So, if you work for a company that would be 

interested in hosting us, please let us know! 
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Monthly Meet & Greets  

MUVICO ð NEW TAMPA  

Carol Chilton 813.833.2008 

JoAnn Copertino 813.994.9825 

Trisch Armading 813.944.4873 
 

PETCO - BRANDON  

Susan OõHara 813.643.7709 
 

PETCO - ODESSA   

Linda DePietto 727.848.2241  
 

PETCO - PORT RICHEY  

Burke Barnaby 727.697.2394 
 

PETCO - WESLEY CHAPEL   

JoAnn Copertino 813.994.9825  

PETCO - WEST SHORE  

Cyndi Rennick   727.417.0913 

Buddy Holliday & Darryl Gilbert 727.323.6057 
  

GROOVY CATS & DOGS - TAMPA  

Jodi Frazier  813.969.1310 
  

PETCO - PALM HARBOR  

Karen Powers 727.786.4398 
  

PET SUPERMARKET - LAKELAND   

John Sprenkle 863.940.4065 
 

Please see our event calendar at www.great-greyhound.org! 

Tampa Meet and Greet by Buddy Holiday  

I am Buddy Holiday.  My partner Darryl and I host the Petco West Shore Meet and Greet on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays 
each month from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. GREAT has been there for 10 years and now enjoys a newly remodeled store.  
Management has always been friendly to rescues and eager to provide help setting up and tossing us biscuits (probably 
intended for the greyhounds).   

Darryl and I have always had rescues, Poodles, Dalmatians, Labs, Springers and Cockers. When Lord Duncan and Lady 
Stephanie (both at 16) left the planet, we considered Greyhounds.  Our neighbor had a retired Greyhound and she was 
the most aloof and elegant dog that I had ever met. 

We started off fostering and failed like everyone else. Stormy was a 3-time foster (bounce) and after being on the web 
for 8 months, he was not going anywhere else.  The cat finally left him alone and he settled in.  Some 30 fosters later we 
still enjoy the individual personalities.  Some have stayed a few weeks and some have stayed many months.  Letting 
them go is hard, but looking over your shoulder and seeing the long line waiting their turn is what keeps the engine go-
ing.  We enjoy meeting people, doing home visits, and showing our floor models.  Ultimately, signing up more folks to the 
cult is our goal. 

 

 



Laryngeal Paralysis by Dana Laggan  

Page 3 The GREATvine  

If your older grey is having problems breathing or panting very loudly with a raspy sound, one possibility is 

that he or she might be developing laryngeal paralysis. I have learned a lot about this since I noticed my girl 

Callie starting to pant very loudly when outside in heat or humidity approximately a year ago. For a while I 

thought nothing of it, just chalking it up to old age, until this past summer when she started experiencing 

some alarming episodes of coughing and gasping and having what I would imagine an asthma attack to look/

sound like in a person. Thatôs when I started researching it (after taking her to the vet). The condition can only 

be officially diagnosed by examining the larynx under sedation. It is confirmed when the vet observes that the 

folds of the larynx will not open and close properly when the patient breathes in and out. 

Laryngeal paralysis involves paralysis of the larynx, otherwise known as the voicebox. The larynx allows for 

vocalization, as well as allows airflow into the lungs. It opens when we inhale and closes when we eat so that 

food doesnôt go down the windpipe. With laryngeal paralysis, nerves that control the muscles which act on the 

cartilage of the larynx are diseased. Typically, the condition starts on one side (ñunilateralò paralysis) and can 

progress to bilateral paralysis. What I have learned through reading as well as communicating online with oth-

ers who have or have had a dog with this condition is that every dog is different as far as how troubling it is, 

the frequency of symptoms, as well as how quickly the disease progresses. Some live with mild symptoms for 

years while others can go downhill quickly, requiring either emergency surgery (once the patient is stabilized) 

or euthanization. 

While there can be some hereditary causes in younger dogs, the most common type is ñacquired paralysisò of 

unknown cause in older dogs, mostly affecting larger breed dogs over 40 lbs. It is most common in breeds 

such as Labrador Retrievers, Golden Retrievers, and Irish Setters.  There can be different degrees of the 

condition depending on how restricted the airflow is through the larynx. Some common signs are panting 

(when not appropriate or expected), noisy respiration, change in sound of the bark, occasional coughing and 

gasping, and exercise intolerance.  

What is the treatment? The most common treatment is ñtie-backò surgery, where the vet literally ties back one 

side of the larynx (only one side to minimize risk of aspiration pneumonia) to open it up to allow for more nor-

mal breathing. Outcome is typically good but there is risk of aspiration pneumonia. From my understanding, 

the typical cost of the surgery is between $2,000-$3,000. I joined a yahoo group called ñLP Alternativesò 

where I have found people who have also gotten much help for their dog with acupuncture as well as a drug 

called Doxepin.  

When dealing with a dog with laryngeal paralysis, it is important to take certain measures. Most importantly, 

keep the dog cool. Taking the dog for walks only early in the morning or late in the evening in Florida is wise. 

Also, using cooling devices such as the cooling vet or cooling collars or bandanas has proven to be extremely 

helpful with Callie. Using a harness is also a good idea when taking your dog for a walk so that it doesn't pull 

on the dogôs throat. It is also important to keep your dog calm, as excessive excitement can trigger an epi-

sode of gasping or coughing. 

If you suspect laryngeal paralysis in your dog, make sure you get him or her to your veterinarian and do as 

much research as possible to determine, with your vetôs help, what might be the best course of action for your 

dog. 
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GREAT congratulates the following adopters on their new four-legged family members! 

 
Renaann & Andrew Apple  LKôs Maximus  Max 
Midge & Larry Bowser   Kiowa Jet Jury  Jerry 
Tina & Sam Bubb   Super C Seca  Seca 
Tom Emundi       Ebony 
Carol & Bill Forshay   PK's Morgan  Morgan 
Tiffany Harper & Victor Fernandez Salsa Sadie  Sadie 
Julia & James Holloman   Getso's Elmer D Anubis 
Jennifer Lenhart & Jordan Chester WW's Stardom Titan 
Jill & Jeff McNickle   Mega Kirenia  Kiri 
Paige Oliver & Jonathan Myers  ZW Skidder Man Shadow 
Paige Oliver & Jonathan Myers  Funn Sun  Sunny 
Gypsy & Mark Smith      Jada 
Lorna White    Braska Henry  Henry 

Adoptions  

We had been looking for a companion for our dog Milo for several months but had no luck finding the right friend for him.  

Then we stared seeing greyhounds around Tampa and started seriously looking at these majestic companions.  Last 

year we decided to take the plunge and had the good fortune of meeting Robin.  After going to a couple Meet and 

Greets, we knew that soon we would be adopting.  Thatôs when the fun started.  Hutton first came by our house to make 

sure he got along with all our kids, Milo and our cats.  Everyone got along splendidly, and within a couple weeks Hutton 

was happily adjusting to his new family.   

We do not have a large backyard but took pride in the area, especially the lawn.  As Hutton and Milo got more used to 

each other, they began to play.  Next thing we know they are chasing each other back and forth in the backyard, mostly 

Milo trying to keep up with Hutton.  Soon our lovely grass was starting to come loose by the handful.  We could live with 

the missing grass but then came the rain, and with the rain, the mud.  The routine quickly turned into the boys going out 

to do their business and play.  When it was time to come back inside, we had to wash their feet and legs.  That got old 

real fast!  We looked into replacing the turf.  Some of the options we looked at were sand, small stones, a variety of 

mulches, and concrete.  All of these had more negatives than positives.  One weekend we happened to be at one of the 

Tampa home shows and one of the first booths was a company that specializes in installing artificial turf.    

With two big dogs, one a greyhound, and a completely destroyed backyard, we made the decision to have the grass re-

moved and artificial turf installed.  Before the installation we were concerned with the cost and if it would hold up.  So far, 

after almost 5 months, it still looks fantastic.  There are several different companies that work with artificial turf.  We went 

with a business that had significant experience with installing pet friendly yards. 

We had the faux grass installed and it was one of the best decisions we ever made.  We love it and more importantly the 

dogs love it.  We love it because the new lawn is virtually maintenance free; no cutting, no watering, no bugs, no dirt, no 

standing water.  

Plus it is always green and looks great.  The only maintenance is blowing the leaves off.  It is also easier to clean up 
what the dogs leave behind.  Not only do we love the change but the boys also seem to love it. It is comfortable for them 
to run on, lie on, and play on.  And it is so much easier to keep the house clean.  We no longer have to fear the rainy 
season.  

The Advantages of Faux Grass by Trisch & Rich Armading 



Forever in Our Hearts...  
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With Greyt sadness, we say goodbye to the following beloved pets: 
 
 

Marina & Chuck Cawley  Onnie 

Kathy & Greg Hoffman  Faith 

Carrie Hulen    Windy 

Cindy Johansmeyer   Wanda 

Joyce & John McCarthy  Julie 

Luz & Ron Rowe   Burner 

Myra & Pete Schwarz   Mason 

Eva Sosnowska & Jaime Garcia Pani 

Peggy Toomey   Dolly 

Upcoming Events  
The Florida State Fair runs from Thursday, February 5, to Monday, February 16, at the State Fairgrounds at US 301 and 
MLK.  We will once again have a booth in the Pure Breed Dog Tent where we will have 2-3 volunteers and 2-3 grey-
hounds.  This is one of our bigger fundraisers each year.  Weôll have 2 shifts each day, with the first from 9:00 am to 
1:30 pm and the second from 1:30 pm to 6:00 pm.  If you want to look around the Fair just make arrangements with the 
ñcrewò either before after your shift and let them keep your pooch at the booth for a little while so you go see whatôs go-
ing on at the Fair. 
 
If you can help out, PLEASE EMAIL KELLY as soon as possible. 

 
 



GREATõs Board of Directors: 

 

President       Kelly R. Faircloth  

Secretary     Brenda Hodges 

Members at Large    Don Goldstein 

      Buddy Holliday 

      Liz Lynch   

      Karen Powers 

       

 

     

P.O. Box 152407 

Tampa, FL  33684-2407 

Phone: 813-971-4732 

 

www.great-greyhound.org 

 

E-mail:  

GREATinfo@great-greyhound.org 

Greyhound Rescue & Adopt ions  o f  Tampa Bay,  Inc .  

GREAT And the Great American Teach -In By Don Goldstein  

Each year GREAT volunteers and our 4-legged friends participate in the Great American Teach-In.  It happens each 
year on the 3rd Thursday of November and people from all walks of life, vocations, and avocations go to public and pri-
vate schools to share their expertise with the school children.   
 
Along with other members of GREAT, Mira, Jazzy, Leroy and I have gone to 3 to 4 schools and participated in 2 or 3 
classes at each school.  We talk about what it means to own a dog, how to approach strange dogs, and of course, how 
wonderful greyhounds are.  Both the kids and the dogs love it.  
 
Why not put it on your calendar for next November.  Give me a call or send me an email and Iôll hook you up with a 
school in your neighborhood or as close to it as possible!  
 
 

http://www.great-greyhound.org
mailto:GREATinfo@great-greyhound.org

